The north-south divide in Britain is getting wider
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The north-south divide in Britain is getting wider. This is what researchers at Sheffield University found in a recent study. They used data from 1991 and 2001 to make an atlas of 500 maps that shows population trends.

People living in the south of the United Kingdom are likely to be better educated and earn more money than their northern counterparts. 
Southerners also have more doctors and dentists to treat them—but they are ill less often. 

The largely London-based financial sector had created more than 1.7 million jobs in the 10-year period, contributing to the divide. Skilled trade workers, based almost exclusively in the North, suffered the biggest decline of any sector over the same period—with a drop of 500,000 workers in that sector of industry. 

In the study, the North was defined as Wales and all counties north of Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and Gloucestershire (see map). Most northern major cities experienced a drop in population—Manchester declining by 10%, Liverpool by 8% and Birmingham by 3%. But the section of London's population that has higher education jumped from 16% in 1991 to 20% in 2001. 

“Divided kingdom”

Co-author of the report, Professor Daniel Dorling, concluded that the country was being “split in half”. “On the maps shown here, the UK is looking more and more like a city-state with London as its centre. It is a kingdom united only by history, increasingly divided by its geography.”

The government has been trying to attract businesses to the North and several cities have undergone regeneration projects. Yvette Cooper, minister for regeneration and social exclusion, told BBC Radio 4’s “Today” programme: “The divide used to be characterised by high unemployment rates and by economic problems in a lot of the northern regions. That has changed and we're seeing now economic growth taking place in every region, including the North.”

“You’re also seeing unemployment falling faster in the most problematic districts than in the national average, so we are seeing improvements taking place. And I certainly don’t think we should see the divide as inevitable, quite the opposite, we should be doing something about it.”

But Professor Dorling, speaking on the same programme, said there was no indication the pattern was changing. He said: “It’s a long and slow and steady trend and has many reasons behind it. The population of Britain has been moving southwards for over 100 years. So we should expect this divide to widen over the next 10 or 20 years, unless something dramatic happens.”

divide (n.): Teilung — counterpart: Gegenstück — to treat: hier: ärztlich behandeln— trade workers: people who mainly work with their hands — to decline: to go down — to undergo: to experience — unemployment: Arbeits​losigkeit — unless: außer

Tasks

1. What is said about the north and the south of Britain in the fist half of the text? Collect the statements in a table with two columns: North | South. 

2. Contrast the two opinions on the future development of the north-south divide that are given in the second half of the text. Write your answer in full sentences. 

The north-south divide in Britain is getting wider—worksheet 2

Read the text and mark the following statements as either right or wrong. Give the line(s) of each relevant section in the text. 

	
	right
	wrong
	line(s)

	1. Living standards in the south of Britain are generally better than in the north. 
	
	
	

	2. In London, no new jobs were created in the period between 1991 and 2001.
	
	
	

	3. The number of trade workers in the North has dropped. 
	
	
	

	4. Most of Britain’s major northern cities are growing. 
	
	
	

	5. The government says that today, the economic situation is getting better. 
	
	
	

	6. Britain’s population has been moving to the south of the country for a long time. 
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Source: BBC NEWS (adapted) — http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/uk/3852227.stm (30/06/2004)
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